
“no Public Option”) reforms later in the 
year once things had “cooled down.”
 
Finally, those of us who opposed your 
government-run Public Option plan can 
close this chapter.  
 
By educating on the perils of your 
government-run Public Option plan,  we 
achieved our goals to protect patients’ 
rights and stop a government takeover of 
our health care choices.  Today, we join 
with our fellow Americans concerned with 
protecting patients’ rights to celebrate that 
our months of hard work finally paid off.   
 
We hope that any future attempts 
at reform focus on lowering costs and 
improving patient care by providing more 
choice, promoting more competition, 
requiring more accountability and 
promoting greater personal responsibility.  

We stand ready to take the President up 
on his offer to listen to anyone with “better 
ideas” on health care reform.  We’d welcome 
the opportunity to again share our ideas 
on how to lower costs and improve patient 
care without ballooning the federal deficit or 
infringing on patients’ rights.
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In his State of the Union Address, the 
President didn’t doom his Public Option 
health care plan with faint praise, he 
simply BURIED it with deafening silence.
 
After months of pushing to pass the 
Public Option, he first signaled it was 
on life support when he embraced the 
Senate Health Care bill that rejected his 
government-run Public Option plan.
 
Then in last week’s address to the nation, 
he pulled the plug on the Public Option.  
After nearly a year as the centerpiece of 
his health care reform plans, amazingly 
he didn’t utter a word about it and hoped 
no one would notice. 
 
America noticed, Mr. President.
 
We had hoped that you would stand 
up and acknowledge publicly that your 
government-run Public Option plan was 
the wrong approach and that you listened 
to the voices of the majority of Americans 
who squarely opposed it.
 
Instead, you chose to bury your plan 
silently and have your aides tell the media 
that you would try for “scaled down” (read 
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